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I have taught English for 30 years and I am also a dyslexia  
specialist tutor and assessor. I run ELT well, which brings  
together best practice from the two fields of ELT and SpLD  
support, offering materials and training to teachers, and  
cognitive assessments for multilingual learners. I am the co-ordinator of the 
IATEFL Inclusive Practices and SEN SIG. I am training to become a Speech and 
Language Therapist. 
 
 

What has been your path to current job? 
 

While I was collecting data for my PhD (looking at how well teacher training 
prepares us for the inclusive classroom) I realised that a lot of English 
teachers were not confident in working with learners with additional barriers 
to overcome (whether physical, cognitive or social/emotional challenges). I 
decided to offer information and resources to help them support their 
learners, and set up ELT well as a means to do that. 
 

Was your current position a conscious choice or an interest which 
developed through other work?  
 

I have always been interested in language, and particularly in how the 
language learning process can vary from person to person, so I suppose it 
was a natural progression from teaching English to identifying dyslexia. My 
next step is to become a Speech and Language Therapist – there’s always 
more to learn! 
 

In all of your experience there must have been some real highs 
and lows that you have come through. Can you highlight some of 
the highs, lows, embarrassing or funny moments you have 
experienced?  
 

A good day recently was when I heard that an ESOL learner I had done a 
cognitive assessment for had been given Indefinite Leave to Remain in the 
UK. Her husband and children already had citizenship, but she had been 
struggling to pass the Life in the UK test and was facing deportation. She just 
couldn’t retain enough information, let alone get to the required level of 
English proficiency in the time she had. I identified that she had a form of 
dyslexia, and her lawyers were able to apply for a waiver so that she didn’t 
have to sit the test. I felt that natural justice had prevailed and she was able 
to plan the rest of her life with her family. 
 

 



 

 

 
Against that, there have been several upsetting cases where ESOL learners 
have lost jobs, or their appeals to bring spouses to join them in the UK, 
because they have not followed the system, or not remembered what they 
are supposed to do next. This could be due to using English as an additional 
language, but it’s usually compounded by a specific learning difference, like 
dyslexia, affecting their memory and organisation. 
 
ESOL has, and will likely, face some challenging times in policy and funding 
in the coming years – what would you like to see happen?  
 
I am an idealist. If I had a magic wand, I would like to see ESOL classes free 
for all learners, and ESOL teachers valued and well-rewarded for the complex 
job we do. This would require multilingualism to be recognised as an asset, 
rather than viewed with suspicion, and that is where we have a lot of work to 
do in the UK. I’m afraid this is particularly the case in the field of dyslexia, 
where people using English as an additional language are just told to wait for 
an assessment until they can speak English better. We need a more equitable 
approach. 
 
Do you have any top teaching hints you would like to share?  
 
Adult learners have a wealth of world experience – we can use that as the 
basis for English language development. We should have faith that they will 
all learn to express themselves in English, but we should recognise that each 
student will take their own path. That means that as teachers we need to get 
to know our learners as well as we can, to determine what their best route 
might be. 
 
Who/what has been an inspiration to you?  
 
My students inspire me. I know that sounds like a cliché, but the people I 
work with have faced so many challenges and overcome barriers I can hardly 
imagine. On cold, dark Monday mornings, that’s what gets me out of bed – 
the thought that I could maybe make their lives a bit easier, or at least give 
them a space to focus on their futures, and how they can shape them. 
 

ELT Well: http://eltwell.com/ 
IATEFL IP&SEN SIG: https://ipsen.iatefl.org/ 
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