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What has been your path to current job? 
VSO->Teaching, Teacher training and management in private language schools abroad-
>MSc Applied Linguistics->ESOL, TESOL and management in the FE Sector->EdD->ELT, 
TESOL and leadership in the HE sector. 
 
 

Do you have any specialisms or particular interests within English 
Language?  
Critical Pedagogy and the emancipatory impact/potential of English Language Teaching; 
Language programme design; materials analysis/design/development, Task/Project-based 
language teaching. 
 
 

What do you think is your best teaching moment? 
It’s hard to identify specific moments. I had a student a couple of years ago who needed 
to give an assessed presentation and was incredibly nervous, but she did very well and as 
soon as she had finished the whole class spontaneously came up to the front of the class 
to congratulate her. It was a really heartwarming show of solidarity and support.   
 
 

What do you think is your worst, or most embarrassing, teaching moment? 
I’ve had a few. When I was in Mongolia I tried to draw a map of north-east Asia on the 
board. It started to look a bit phallic when I drew the Korean peninsula, and got a lot 
worse when I added Japan.  
 
 

What do you think is your funniest teaching moment?  
What do you think is your funniest teaching moment? 
I’ve had a few of those too, but they are mostly moments where you had to be there. If I 
described them now they wouldn’t seem very funny.  
 
 

What is/are your top tip/s for teaching? 
Know your students, what they want/need to be able to do with English, and how your 
teaching /can/might/will be beneficial to them. Consider the wider, social impact of your 
teaching.  
 
 

Do you remember your first English Language class? 
It’s so long ago, and I was so bad, I think I’ve blocked it from my memory ☺  
 

What’s been your best teaching inspiration? 
I’ve been inspired by some great people with some great ideas. The time I spent in 
Hungary working with Steve Oakes, Jim Scrivener and others was a hugely significant 
point in my career. More recently the works of Paolo Freire and Henry Giroux have 
allowed me to conceptualise ESOL/ELT in a completely different way and this has been 
hugely inspirational too. But, honestly, my wife Holly Pheby (who is also an ESOL teacher) 
has been with me throughout most of my teaching career and is a constant source of 
input and inspiration. She’s probably had more influence on me than anyone else, and I 
thank her for it.  
 

 


