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What has been your path to current job? 
Which job? ;) I got into materials writing as a consequence of teaching a group of low 
level IELTS students and, together with two colleagues, writing a lot of our own 
materials because at that time there wasn’t anything suitable on the market. We sent 
in our ideas to Macmillan and it became IELTS Foundation. But I have to say that that 
basically never happens. We were super lucky and just hit the moment when they 
were looking for someone to do the exact thing we were proposing.  
 

Do you have any specialisms or particular interests within English 
Language?  
Lots. I’m definitely a bit of a jack of all trades. At the moment I’m really interested in 
neuroscience, psychology, mindfulness. I completed a Diploma in Coaching last year 
and am starting to do more training and coaching in the area of personal 
development. 
 

What do you think is your best teaching moment? 
It’s hard to pick just one, but any moment where I’ve seen those lightbulbs switch on.  
 

What do you think is your worst, or most embarrassing, teaching moment? 
Also hard to pick just one! I distinctly remember a class of teenagers in Brazil who 
made my life an utter misery. I was totally unable to control the class and they, often 
literally, ran rings round me. But when I left they made me a huge card and said some 
lovely things. It taught me not to take that kind of thing personally (and to get better 
at classroom management). 
 

What do you think is your funniest teaching moment?  
The class had been reading an article about travel stories, including a story about an 
overbooked plane where the passengers ended up having to run around the plane and 
the winners got the seats. Having done some work on language for giving reasons and 
persuading, I carefully set up a role play where the students had to explain why they 
should get a seat on an overbooked flight. I had two airline employees and a queue of 
customers. The role play started and the students playing the employees shouted 
‘Run!’. It was chaos, but I couldn’t stop laughing at their ingenuity.  
 

What is/are your top tip/s for teaching? 
Teach the students not the lesson. It doesn’t matter what you’ve planned, listen to 
the students and go with what they need.  
 

Do you remember your first English Language class? 
Yes, vividly. A class of complete beginner 8 and 9 year olds. Having done a CELTA, and 
worked only with adults, I hadn’t really got a clue what to do with them.  
What has been your best teaching inspiration? I’ve worked with so many excellent 
and inspiring teachers. I hesitate to name any because of all those I would end up 
leaving out, but I’ve learnt so much from all of them.  

 


